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Media Release
For Immediate Release May 16, 2012
Managing Director Says “Goodbye” to Magnetic North after 2012 Festival

Ottawa, ON – After 6 vibrant years, 2 Ottawa festivals, 3 movable feasts in Vancouver, Kitchener-Waterloo and Calgary, and over 45 professional presentations that have showcased the work of literally hundreds of this country’s best and brightest actors, designers, playwrights, directors and theatre students –Managing Director Ann Connors will say goodbye to the Magnetic North Theatre Festival.   

Magnetic North Theatre Festival is the premiere national festival of new Canadian theatre. Like the Magnetic North Pole, the festival shifts location and travels around the country every other year, treating Canadians to excellence in English theatre from every corner of Canada. The organization and success of the past five Festivals is due in no small way to the dedication of Ann Connors who has worked tirelessly to ensure that Magnetic North has remained one of the most important theatrical festivals in Canada. 

“Ann’s dedication to the Magnetic North Theatre Festival has been remarkable!  Her work has ensured that the Festival has provided Canada’s theatre community with a national and international showcase.  Through the Industry Series, Compass Points and the Festival Bar Ann has encouraged that synergy of creativity that only a Festival can provide.” Al Cushing, Board Chair
 “To maintain a successful national theatre festival that travels every other year to a new destination is a monumental task and one that Ann Connors has embraced with dedication and humility. She has taken the festival through five instalments and has played a significant role in developing the festival’s programming and its relationship with major stakeholders. Through these challenging times I have found her to be one of the most hard-working and caring individuals that I have ever had the pleasure of working with.  You’ll be greatly missed Ann.”  Brenda Leadlay, Artistic Director
 “What a great pleasure the past six years have been. I have worked with some of this country’s top producers; I have seen the work from this vibrant community from coast to coast to coast; I have formed long-lasting connections to the national and international community and I have met the most amazing creative souls. It’s been a dream journey and I am thankful for the opportunity to have played a role in the development of this vital organization. Magnetic North will always have my support.” Ann Connors, Managing Director
Ann Connors will say goodbye after the 10th anniversary of the Magnetic North Theatre Festival premiering June 13 to 23, 2012 at nine venues throughout Calgary. The anniversary festival will feature an extraordinary collection of some of the boldest and brightest theatre artists from across the country.  Alongside eight mainstage plays, festival-goers will enjoy ancillary events including Magnetic Encounters, Compass Points and the Industry Series. Tickets for the festival are on sale now from Host Partner, EPCOR CENTRE for the Performing Arts box office in person, online at www.magneticnorthfestival.ca, www.epcorcentre.org or by phoning 403-294-9494.
The Board of Directors for the Magnetic North Theatre Festival wishes Ann much luck and best wishes for the future. The company will undergo a restructuring of the administrative team and will issue a release on the search for a Company Administrator shortly. 
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